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An unplanned feature of the XVI° International 
Congress for Planning and Housing, held in Mexico 
City August 13-20, was a head-on collision between 
the northbound and southbound "Rapido" in which the 
Executive Director, a numberof other Americans and 
practically the entire European delegation were in- 
volved.* Fortunately no passenger was injured, 
which is truly remarkable when one considers’ the 
extent of the wreck. Newspaper stories state that 
the train crew on the southbound train was respon 
sible in that it failedto stop at Marscala to await 
the northbound train. 

The charm of the country, the city and the 
people militated against too close attention to the 
conference proceedings, and political factors in 
Europe prevented large attendance from across the 
Atlantic, but there was a registration of over 450 
persons.* 

The congress was opened by General Jose Siruob, 
representing the President of the Republic, in his 
capacity as Chief of the Department of the Federal 
District. Thiswas followed bythe inaugural speech 
of the Mayor of Mexico City 
andthe replyof Mr. George 
Pepler of London, Presi- 
dent of the International 
Federation. 

The first topic to be 
discussed was Underground 
Planning followed by Hous— 
ing in Tropical and Sub= 
tropical Countries. War 
ren Vinton, suggested, 
after reading of the heat 
wave inthe United States, 
that the topic was quite 
appropriate for discussion 
by persons from Washing= 
ton, D.C. Of chief in- 
terest, however was the 
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sentiment expressed by 
all foreign delegates 





*See page 74. - Departament o Fores 
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INTERNATIONAL PLANNING AND HOUSING CONGRESS 


that any housing program had to be part of a plan= 
ning program. The representative from New Zea= 
land, reporting on housing progress in his country, 
said "all housing must be based upon planning. In 
case of a dispute, the matter is always referred 
back to the Town Planning Commission." 

Mexico City is full of architectural sur 
prises. Inno city visited by me have I seen so 
many fine modern buildings. There are also visible 
many examples of attempts to replan the central 
area of the city. 

In the session on Education for Planning, al= 
though there seemed to be an over-emphasis on the 
need for architectural training, it was generally 
agreed that the planner had tobe a man with a broad 
background and a knowledge of the social and econom- 
ic forces which affect our actions. Mr. Gordon 
Stephenson of England, who has studied in Liverpool, 
Paris and Boston, stated that in Europe there was 
too great emphasis on architecture and not enough 
on reality and that a broader education was neces= 
sary than could ordinarily be obtained in a school 
of architecture. 

Morton L.Wallerstein 
presided over the first 
session on Planning, Rec= 
reation and Leisure Time. 
John Ihlder presided over 
the second session on the 
same subject. It was as= 
serted that the minimm 
standard for urban play= 
grounds in Great Britain 
was 7 acres per1,000 per= 
sons. Although 10 acres 
per 1,000 persons or 10 
per cent of the city's area 
are the accepted standards 
in the United States, it 
was suggested that neither 
standardis valid. An in 
dustrial town may require 
more than the minimum A 
residential community may 
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require less. A suburb whose zoning ordinance re—- 
quires a minimum lot area of one acre per family 
might get along without any public playgrounds. It 
was strongly urged, however, that planners con=- 
sider such factors as migration, technological 
changes, end land programs for submarginal lands 
adjacent to urban centers, in developing recreation 
programs. 

In connection with the Congress there was an 
exposition of planning in Mexico City, the chief 
feature being a large-scale model of the plan for 
Mexico City. 

Dr. Charles Merriam of the National Resources 
Comaittee presided over the last session, which 
was devoted to a discussion of National Planning. 
He outlined the need for national planning and the 
work whichis being doneinthe United States. This 
was followed by a report on the recommendation re= 
cently made in Great Britain for the creation of a 
national planning agency in that country (see News 
Letter for June 1938), andbya discussion of plan= 
ning for the Federal District of Mexico City. 

On the afternoon of the last day, the Ameri- 
can delegation laid a wreath at the Independence 
monument and the Congress closed with a reception 
by the Secretary of Foreign Affairs. 

The delegation from the United States will 
long remember the kindly and hospitable manner in 
which they were received in the charming country 
of Mexico. WB 


PARTIAL LIST OF AMERICAN DELEGATES 


Tracy B. Augur Norris 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward M. Bassett New York City 
Walter H. Blucher Chicago 
Miss Ida Blucher Detroit 
Mr. and Mrs. Miles L. Colean Washington 
Mr. and Mrs. John Conzelman California 
John R. Fugard Chicago 
Mr. and Mrs. George Galloway Washington 
Siegfried Goetze Los Angeles 
Mr. and Mrs. John Ihlder Washington 
Miss Harlean James Washington 
John J. Kennedy Chicago 
S. P. Lev Los Angeles 
Mr. and Mrs. E. Leighton Saint Paul 
Mr. and Mrs. Bleeker Marquette Cincinnati 
Dr. Charles E. Merriam Chicago 
Mr. and Mrs. Guy Moffett New York City 
George S. Mooney Montreal 
Mr. and Mrs. John Nolen, Jr. Washington 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. Palmer Atlanta 
G. M. Parks California 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Towers Denver 
Kenneth Sampson Los Angeles 
Huber E. Srmtz Los Angeles 
John 0. Walker Washington 
Mr. and Mrs. Morton L. Wallerstein Richmond 
Miss Phyllis A. Weber Chicago 
Miss Cynthia Wentworth New York City 
Harlow 0. Whittemore Ann Arbor 
Paul R. Williams Los Angeles 
Coleman Woodbury Chicago 


Lloyd Wright California 
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UNPLANNED FEATURE 


CONGRESS PUBLICATIONS 





The following reports have been received and 
placed in our Joint Reference Library. The Inter 
national Federation will publish complete reports 


on the major subjects of this year's Congres 
later date. These will be listed in the b 
graphy of the ASPO News Letter. 


s ata 
iblio- 


HOUSING IN TROPICAL AND SUB-TROPICAL COUNTRIES. 


PLANNING RECREATION. 
UNDERGROUND PLANNING. 


International Federation for Housing and Town 


Planning, 47, Rue Cantersteen, Bruxelles. 





FORTHCOMING CONFERENCES 


Conference — September 9, 10, 1938, Santa 


which with ASPO and other organizations, 


conference. 





at the Wardman Park Hotel, Washington, D. 





First Pacific Southwest Regional Planning 


bara, Californias Sponsored by the National 
Resources Committee (Region 8) and state plan 
ning boards of Arizona, California, Nevada and 
Utah. The conference follows the annual meeting 
of the League of California Municipalities, 


acting as cooperative sponsor for the regional 


National Association of Housing Officials' 
Annual Meeting - October 11, 12, 13, 14, 1938, 
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of the National Roadside Council the July 
ber of the Association's bulletinis being 
to ASPO members with this News Letter. 


in California. 





Through the courtesy of the American Na- 
ture Association and Mr. and Mrs. W. L. Lawton 


issue is devoted to progress of highway zoning 
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TWO CALIFORNIA SPB REPORTS 


Two recent publications of the California State 
Planning Board are entitled Research Survey and 
Statisti P » and Tax Deeded Land Project. 

The Research Survey has been prepared "for 
the guidance of local planning and other public 
officials concerned with the organization of re- 
search, statistical, and survey projects." The 
types of projects favored for assistance by the 
WPA are noted; the tasks in planning offices which 
are suitable for relief assistants to undertake are 
pointed out. Special sections are devoted to 
(1) recommended projects for mumicipalities and 
suburban areas, and (2) recomended projects for 
counties and non-urban areas. 

The Tax Deeded Land report is a joint under 
taking of the California Division of State Lands, 
the State Controller, the Works Progress Adminis— 
tration and the State Planning Board. The state- 
wide study reveals that there were in 1937 226,713 
deeds in possession of the state; that of deeds 
representing tracts over 40 acres there were 17, 
891; tracts under 40 acres, 13,7273; and subdivided 
lots and incompletely described tracts, 195,095. 


TAX LAG 


The report of the Committee on Survey of Tax 
Delinquencies in Cook County of the Chicago Bar 
Association found that uncollected personal property 
taxes without penalties and interest for Cook County 
are $187,300,000, representing approximately half 
of the taxes levied during the 7 years from 1929 
to 1935. At the same time they found that $124,- 
500,000 remains uncollectedin real property taxes. 


HOUSING INGENUITY IN FORT WAYNE 


The Housing Authority of Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
is trying out a new ideainhousing. It has evolved 
aplan for building three—room free-standing houses= 
running water and sanitary facilities, plenty of 
light and air - which can be rented for $2.50 per 
week per house. There is local tax exemption, and 
WPA labor will be used, but no cash or interest rate 
subsidy. An FHA insured mortgage with 20=year 
anortization period, funds to be advanced by local 
lenders, has been approved. 

A novel plan of land acquisition and slum de- 
nolitionis to be followed. Most slum property be=- 
ing on land held for future speculative returns, 
owners will not sell at prices based on present 
income. The Housing Authority is buying such 
properties for one dollar each. It will demolish 
unsafe and unsanitary structures and place its new 
houses on the property. The former owner will be 
givenan option to repurchase by paying the cost of 
moving the demountable house. The owner may thus 
hold his chance for speculative profit, waiving 
taxes meanwhile. The Housing Authority practically 
gets free use of the land. Fort Wayne loses sone 
Teal estate taxes but gains in reduced health, fire, 
Police and other service costs. 


SCHOOL POPULATION DECLINES 


The decreasing birth rate is now clearly re= 
flected in the school population. In 1870, 31 per 
cent of the total population was of school age but 
only 26 per cent in1930. Elementary school enroll~ 
ments, which increased steadily from 1870 to 1930 
have decreased about 7 per cent from 1930 to 1938-9 
according to recent estimates. High school enroll- 
ments, which havemore than offset the decreases in 
the elementary grades due to the "aging" of the 
school population, have slowed downand are expect— 
ed to decline in the immediate future. 

These facts and those publishedin the Bulletin 
of the Office of Education, Department of Interior, 

Needs are valuable 
materialsin school planning. The latter study was 
made at the request of school authorities through= 
out the country "who urged the need of detailed 
data by cities, as well as by counties and states . ." 
Data for the study was obtained from 612 of the 
982 cities of 10,000 population and over; these 
612 cities contain nearly 70 per cent of the popu- 
lation of cities. New buildings constructed, cost 
per pupil, cost per room, regional cost differen=- 
tials, etc. are given. Buildings erected with PWA 
aid are tabulated. The 612 cities of 10,000 pom-— 
lation an over estimate that an additional $496,- 
745,782 is needed for school buildings. 

The foreword of the Bulletin states: ". . school 
buildings should be constructed only where needed, 
and such need cannot be determined except on the 
basis of comprehensive long-range surveys . . e 
population trends, economic and social trends. . " 
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In his letter of transmittal, William J. Fox, 
chief engineerof the Regional Planning Commission, 


points out that the survey is a summary of the 
costs, the methods and procedure, and the work ac- 
complished. "The 15 large volumes of mounted maps, 
the hundreds of cloth tracings available. . .the 
huge composite map in color. . .are in reality 
integral parts of this report." 

The survey was under the direction of Bryant 
Hall, Housing and Research Engineer of the Plan- 
ning Commission. Of the $71,071.97, 14.1 per cent 
or $9,858.34 was Los Angeles County's share, the 
remainder being supplied by the WPA under 3 separate 
projects. 

The county survey covered 837 square miles con- 
taining a population, according to the 1930 census 
of 1,928,064. All of 35 incorporated cities and 
parts of 4 others were included, as tabulated here— 
withs 
Portion of Los Angeles City... 
Portions of Pasadena, Arcadia, 

Monrovia ....e+- 17.5 " . 
Other incorporated cities (35). . 149.7 " " 


346.3 " 1d 


179.1 sq. miles 


Totel, Incorporated Territory 
Total, Unincorporated Territory 490.7 " e 


Cities not included (5): Burbank, 
Fernando, Sierra Madre, Avelon. 


Glendale, San 


LAND USE IN LOS ANGELES COUNTY 


On the basis of the county's estimated pop 
lation in 1937 - 2,330,000 — the following ratios 
have been established: 


3.24 acres used for industrial lend (not oft) 
per 1,000 persons. 


3.74 acres used for recreational land (incly 
ding private country clubs, etc.) per 1,000 
persons. 


12 % of the entire area is used for streets and 
highways, or 20 feetof road, 60' wide, per 
person. 

There is one occupied residential lot (of 
5,000 square feet) per 3.78 persons. 
There are 11.4 occupied residential lots 
for each occupied business lot. 

At 3.78 persons per lot, there are enough 


vacant lots now subdivided, to provide for 
1,420,000 persons, an increase of 41%. 


The planning comaission, it is further pointed 
out, is now provided with information necessary for 
proceeding with detailed zoning of large areas now 
threatened with haphazard development, unstable 
property values, anda train of related effects, 

Los Angeles has, in the survey of land use in 
the metropolitan region, basic materials needed 
for comprehensive planning in that extensive area. 





SUMMARY OF LAND USE STATISTICS 


Totals for 837 Square Miles — Urban and Non-Urban 








Land Used Fors Acres Square Miles Percent 
Tree Crops 69,989 109.37 13.07 
Dairies, Feed Yards, etc. 3,981 6.22 0.74 
Other Agriculture 133,987 209.39 25.02 
Vacant Lots 45,318 70.82 8.46 
Single Faaily Residence (1) 66,494 103.91 12.42 
Multiple Residence 4,198 6.56 0.78 
Commerce 6,194 9.6 1.16 
Oil Industry 14,822 23.1 2.77 
Other Industry & Mfg. 7,536 11.78 1.41 
Streets & Highways 63,979 99.98 11.95 
Railway Purposes 6,992 10.93 1.3 
Other Utilities (2) 3,368 5.26 0.63 
Schools 4,079 6.38 0.76 
ther Institutions (3) 2,650 4.14 0.4 
Recreation (4) 8,719 13.63 1.63 
Open (Water & Forest) 13,507 21.11 2.52 
Hilly Grazing 30,226 47.24 5.64 
Cemeteries, Mortuaries, etc. 1,524 2.38 0.28 
Vacant (unsubdivided) 47,9 75.01 8.96 
Totals 535,562 836.95 100.00 

(1) Includes a small prea used for two-family residences 

t2} Includes Airports, Power Plants, etc. 

(3) Includes Churches, Public Buildings, Hospitals, etc. 

(4) Includes Private Country Clubs 





SUMMARY OF URBAN STATISTICS 









for 314 8 Miles of Urb: 
Incorporated & Unincorporated 


zed 





Percent Percent of 
Square of Total Developed 
Land Used Fors Miles Urban Urban 
Residence, Single & Duplex (1) 95.07 30.29 42.% 
Multiple Residence 6.43 2.05 2.86 
Commerce 9.39 2.99 4.17 
General Industry & Mfg. 8.1 2.59 3.61 
Oil Industry 2.35 0.75 1.05 
Railway Purposes 6.29 2.00 2.79 
Other Utilities (2) 2.24 0.71 0.99 
Schools (including private) §.11 1.63 2627 
Other Institutions 1.32 0.42 0.59 
Recreation (including semi-public) (3) 8.34 2.67 3.72 
Streets & Highways 80.39 25.61 35.71 
Vacant Lots 66.70 21.25 — 
Vacant Land (unsubdivided) 10.90 3.47 100 $ 
Miscellaneous (4) 11.23 3.57 
Totals 313.89 100 % 


(1) Duplex residences comparatively rare 
(2) Includes Airports, Power Plants, etc. 
(3) Survey includes only a portion of 
Griffith Park in Los Angeles City 
(4) Includes Stream Beds, Agriculture, Cemeteries, etc. 


This supplementary table gives the picture for all urbanized (sub 
divided or distinctly urban) lands. These constitute about 3/8 of the 
whole area and include the small towns and villages, as well as the 
metropolitan center. 
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ANNUAL REPORTS 


Eighth Annual Report of the Planning Board, Con- 
cord, Massachusetts: Recommendations are made for 


additional parking space and concerning a by-pass 
and new roadway. Extension of the business zone 
was declared to be unnecessary and was supported 
by the town in town meeting assembled. The Plan- 
ning Board, in this report expressed approval of 
the Board of Appeals’ opinion "that Lexington Road 
should revert to residential use. . ." 

The Board is preparing a plan of the town 
working with municipal departments and with fede 
al aid. The desirability of programming and cor 
relating public improvements is pointed out, and 
the practice of having the Planning Board function 
in this direction is mentioned. 

Harold I. Judkins is chairman and Roger D. 
Swaim is secretary of the Concord Planning Board. 


Annual Report of the Fairfield County (Connecticut) 
Planning Association, 1957: 


: Comparative figures 
and maps demonstrate that planning and zoning have 
made real progress in Fairfield County. In 1927, 
two towns had planning boards, representing 5 per 
cent of the area of the county and 46 per cent of 
its people; in 1937, 47 per cent of the area is 
represented and 91 per cent of the people. Six 
towns were "planned" during 1937 and six were 
"zoned." 

The preliminary plan for Fairfield County has 
been reproduced in color at a scale of 4" to the 
mile and has been made available to planning agen 
cies and mmnicipalities for reference and display. 

Austin W. Mather is planning consultant and 
Donald S. Sammis is president of the Associa- 
tion. 


PERSONALS 


M. P. Catherwood of Ithaca, vice president of 
the New York State Federation of Official Planning 
Boards, has been appointed chairman of the New York 

tate Planning Council to succeed Dr. Carl E. Ladd, 
who has resigned due to pressure of outside work. 





Rear Admiral C. J. Peoples has succeeded Mr. 
Frederic A. Delanoas chairman of the Central Hous— 
ing Committee. 





Malcolm H. Dill, recently associated with E. 
S. Draper, in the Baltimore-Washington-Annapolis 
study, has been appointed resident regional plan- 
ner for the Harrisburg Area Regional Planning Com 
nittee. 





T. T. McCrosky, fomnerly director of the 
Yonkers, New York, Planning Board, and recently 
with the United States Housing Authority has been 
appointed planning director of the New York City 
Planning Commission. 





Jacob L. Crane, Jr. has recently received ap- 
Pointment to the post of Acting Assistant Admin- 
istrator of the United States Housing Authority. 


PLANNED DEVELOPMENT FOR PITTSBURGH REGION 


The 20-year old Municipal Planning Associa— 
tion of Pittsburgh has taken the new name of Pitts= 
burgh Regional Planning Association to give empha= 
sis tothe metropolitan scope of the organization's 
program. 

Mr. Howard Heinz, president of the Associa~ 
tion, at a recent meeting of the executive comnit— 
tee, summarized some of the planning problems as 
follows: 

"We must find the methods 
successive steps to make our traffic more effi-~ 
cient; to develop our waterfront; to prevent de= 
struction by floods; to build a park at the Point; 
to take steps to preserve and develop the Triangle; 
to improve our recreation facilities; to halt the 
decline in property values and tax income; to keep 
citizens in touch with existing problems and with 
plans that reveal the way to solve them; to elimi- 
nate the slums; to stop the spread of blight by 
wise zoning and strict control of land use; and to 
beautify and develop hillsides and waste areas." 

Officers of the Association are Howard Heinz, 
presidents; Arthur E. Brown, treasurer; Wallace 
Richards, executive officer and secretary; and 
Frederick Bigger, technical consultant. 


and then take the 


ZONING FOR ARLINGTON COUNTY, VIRGINIA 


The recently enacted new zoning ordinance for 
Arlington County,a heavily urbanized suburban dis— 
trict near Washington, D. C. contains several pro= 
gressive features. One off-street automobile park= 
ing space is required for each family unit in apart— 
ment and other residential districts. The county 
has been troubled with paring in connection with 
two large-scale housing projects recently built. 

The ordinance provides a special zone area for 
group housing. Other changes incorporated in the 
new ordinance are increases in the~ set-backs re=- 
quired in Residential "A" and "B" zones and in the 
commercial zone. No dwellings of any kind are per 
mitted in heavy industrial zones. 


ALLENTOWN PLANS ITS PARK SYSTEM 


The Monthly Bulletin of the Pennsylvania De— 
partment of Internal Affairs describes the evolu- 
tionof Allentown's park system and the part played 
by planning. 

The planning commission, in an effort to save 
money, borrowed a part-time assistant from the city 
engineer, engaged a private engineering firm, but 
"the members soon discovered that to be the most 
expensive way to undertake a program of such magni= 
tude and put their planning engineer on full time 
and gave him a staff of assistants. Much of the 
work done by the private engineer had to be review= 
ed and costly errors were found which have taken 
years to eliminate." 

In recent park development the planning com 
mission has met jointly with the City Council, 
the County Comaissioners(Allentown being the county 
seat), and a cooperative programhas been followed. 
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NEW YORK AND CHICAGO 


The first and second of our metropolitan cities 
have been exhibiting considerable interest in plan- 


ning, housing, zoning, rehabilitation of blighted 
areas and other aspects of commmity rebuilding. 
Certain precipitations of public interest and lead 
ing opinion have appeared during the sumer months. 

At its Mid-Season Conference, June 2, the Chi- 

Real E ' stated 
that "a landuse survey for Chicago and Cook County 
is absolutely essential so that we may know what our 
problem is." Rezoning, modernization of the Chi- 
cago Plan, "a demonstration of rehabilitation of 
blighted areas" by the Chicago Housing Authority, 
formation of neighborhood improvement associations 
are advocated. 

At theend of June the report of the Citizen's 
Housing Council of New York, on housing and neigh-— 
borhood condtions in the city, was issued. The 
summary of recommendations is extensive. 

The municipal housing authority, and the city 
plan commission figure prominently in "steps for 
immediate action." Proposed are amendments to the 
state constitution; improved zoning regulations; 
joint city plan commission-housing authority studies 
of factors determining housing locations; "studies 
of specific slum areasand specific vacant property 
area . - « aS a basis for rational determination of 
locations for low-rent developments." 

Early in July the Metropolitan Housing Council 
of Chicago published a report on zoning and zoning 
administration. "Few factors," the report states, 
"i11 be more important to the physical development 
of Chicago thanits zoning ordinance and the manner 
in which it is administered." 

A proposal that "city rebuilding companies" be 
chartered is outlined in the August issue of the 
American City Magazine. These would operate as 
public utility companies fitted into a well-defined 
city planning program “under carefully outlined 
conditions to achieve public purposes." 

A full page article, illustrated with many 
maps and photographs of "undesirable conditions" in 
the city, appeared inthe C s on 
August 14, under authorshipof the paper's financial 
editor. Pointing to the enormous extent of physical 
decline throughout the central sections ofthe com 
munity a suggested solution is outlined. Legislation 
is proposed authorizing the chartering of privately 
financed "public service housing corporations." The 
plan, the writer states, will be presented to the 
Illinois legislature at its next session. 

The August Real Estate Record contains a dis— 
eussion of "a land assembly technique for slum 
clearance by commercial enterprise." The author 
suggests that housing authorities acquire land for 
development by "public limited dividend housing 
corporations." 

The latest information as we go to press is 
that Chicago's first comprehensive land use survey 
and real property inventory is expected to proceed 
shortly upon approval of a WPA grant of $2,346,628. 
$133,400 is the city's contribution and share of 
the total cost. 
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THE SOUTH AND PLANNING 





The recently published Report on Economic Con. 

s* prepared for the President 

by the National Emergency Council, contains, in the 

brief span of 64 pages, concise factual summaries 

on use of natural resources on soil, water, pom- 

lation, housing, and many other major branches o? 

the southland's social, economic, and physical 
structure. 

"The birth rate of the South exceeds that of 
any other region, and the excess of births over 
deaths makes the South the most fertile source for 
replenishing the population of the United States," 

"The soils of the South are the most widely 
varied of the nation." 

"The South has more than 300 minerals." 

"The South possesses approximately 27 per cent 
of the Nation's installed hydroelectric generating 
capacity." 

"The South is losing more than $300,000,(00 
worth of fertile topsoil through erosion every 
year . . - a loss of irreplaceable capital." 

"In the alluvial valley (of the Mississippi) 
alone three-quarters of a million people were driven 
from their homes by the flood of 1927. Property 
damage from this flood was $220,000,000." 

"By the most conservative estimates, 4,000,000 
southern families shouldbe rehoused. This is one- 
half of all families in the South." 

City planners, county, state, and regional 
planners command technical, legal, and administre- 
tive tools of great value to the local, state, and 
regional areas of the South and their leaders. A 
comprehensive view such as is supplied in this re 
port has greatest value, however, in the national 
planning which is needed to establish the basic 
framework and pattern into which the detailed con 
tributions of the state and local jurisdictions 
may be fitted. 





*ASPO has obtained copiesof the report, which 


will be sent upon request as long as the supply 
lasts. 
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FINDINGS OF A ROYAL COMMISSION 


In the July-September issue of The Political 
erly, an English journal, Mr. F. J. Osborn, 
Secretary of the Garden Cities and Town Planning 
Association of Great Britain, calls attention to 
the recent "extremely interesting and supremely 
important proceedings of the Royal Commission on 
The Geonraphicat Distribution of the Industrial 
® The stated taskof the Commission iss 
"to wenn go into the causes which have influenced 
the present geographical distributionof the indus— 
trial populationof Great Britain . . . to consider 
what social, economic or strategical disadvantages 
arise from the concentration of industries or of 
industrial population in large towns or in partic= 
wlar. areas of the country; and to report what re- 
nedial measures if any should be taken in the na- 
tional interest." Sir Montagu Barlow. Chairman of 
the Royal Commission, inhis opening remarks at the 
first public session, pointed to the continued in- 
crease in population of urban centers of over a 
million. "It is clear," he said, "that issues of 
immense national importance are involved... is= 
suesof health . . . issuesof industry .. . issues 
of transport." 

Representatives of government and commercial 
enterprise have given evidence up to the present 
times the Ministries ofHealth, Agriculture, Trans— 
port, and Labour, the Board of Trade, the London 
Passenger Transport Board, the London County Coun= 
cil, the Federation of British Industries, many 
Scottish city corporations and development councils, 
the Town Planning Institute, the Garden Cities and 
Town Planning Association and many others. The 
Defense Departments of the British Goverment have 
given evidence. 

Facts on industrial growth, town develomment, 
changes in labor supply in towns and cities from 
various causes, were submitted by the Ministry of 
Labour. The Board of Trade's memorandum contains 
a complete descriptionof the regional distribution 
of Great Britain's industries. 

The London County Council, in discussing Lon 
don's population distribution, transport and traf- 
fic congestion, etc., stated in its formal conclu- 
sion that "the extent of the development already 
exceeds the aggregate which would have been desir 
abke on town planning principles." 


The British Town Planning Institute and the 
Garden Cities and Town Planning Association both 


favor, in their memoranda, a policy of limiting 
the size of large cities by restriction of the 
further settlement of industry. The Institute sees 
the solution in guidance of the siting of new in 
dustries, provision of large open areas surround- 
ing the cities, a national fund for compensation 
and betterment. 

The Garden Cities Association advocates the 
explorationof a policy whichwould include restric- 
tionof industrial settlement in overcrowded zones, 
stiffening of zoning policy to restrict density, 
&@ fune for municipal land areas, housing policies 
to check centralization, development of existing 
mall towns and new towns. - 
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PLANNING SUMMER SCHOOL 


The Town Planning Institute of Great Britain 
is holding its fifth Town and Country Planning 
Suamer School this year, from September 2 to 9, at 
Exeter. Headquarters are Mardon Hall, onthe Campus 
of University Collegeof the South-West of England. 

Dr. Thomas Adams, well known in this country 
for his work with the Regional Plan Association of 
New York, is President of the school. 

The American representative on the program is 
Alfred Bettman, past president of the American 
Society of Planning Officials. 

The planning of Exeter and Devonshire; the re— 
planning of the cities of Berlin, Hamburg, Munich 
and Nuremburg; planning a modern city; the place 
of planningin local government, will be discussed. 


THE BRITISH TRADING ESTATES 


The British Govermment is experimenting with 
a novel plan to induce industries to locate in the 
Special (depressed) Areas. The goverment acquires 
land, lays out a planned—in-advance conmunity, rents 
factory sites to manufacturers at nominal rates, 
and loans money at low interest. The program en 
courages decentralization in addition to reviving 
the depressed districts, providing jobs and income 
for unemployed and relief families. Industrial con 
gestion in London has reached intolerable limits 
some English authorities claim. 

In the Teams Valley Trading Estate, now two 
yearsold, about 30 factories areinoperation, some 
of them quite small, and 50 more are projected. 

Trading Estates are managed by a board of bus— 
iness men under the supervision of the Comaissioner 
of Special Areas, and official of the central govern= 
ment. The Commissioner conducts studies of the 
needs of the areas, and funds are provided through 
his office, which supervises the programs of the 
Estates. 
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BOOKS, PAMPHLETS AND REPORTS 


REGIONAL PLANNING. Part VI - The Rio Grande Joint 
Investigation in the Upper Rio Grande Basin in 
Colorado, New Mexico, and Texas, 1936-1937. Na- 
tional Resources Committee. February 1938. Su- 
perintendent of Documents, Washington, D. C. Vol- 
ume I, 565pp.tables,maps,charts. Volume II, maps. 
Price $3.50 including maps. (Quoting from Secre- 
tary Ickes' letterof transmittal to the Presidents 
"The Rio Grande Investigation was undertaken at 
the request of the States of Colorado, New Mexico, 
and Texas with the National Resources Committee 
serving as a channel for the organization of sur 
veys and studies by appropriate Federal and State 
bureaus. It is a notable example of cooperative 
endeavor financed partly throughan allocation from 
the Public Works Administration but with substantial 
contribution from the three States and some four 
or five Federal agencies.") 


PARK AND RECREATION STRUCTURES. Part I, Administra- 
tion and Basic Service Facilities; Part II, Recrea- 
tional and Cultural Facilities; Part III, Overnight 
and Organized Camp Facilities. Albert H. Good, 
Architectural Consultant, National Park Service, 
Washington, D. C. 1938. Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, Washington, D.C. 200pp.2l2pp.192pp. 75¢ 
per copy. $2.25 per set. (These volumesarea joy 
tp the student of native American rustic arcnitec— 
ture, with their profusion of beautiful and often 
highly ingenious structures as well, which equip our 
national parks for the use and enjoyment of the 
people. ) 


BIBLIOGRAPHY ON LAND UTILIZATION, 1918-36. Compil= 
ed by 0. Bercaw and Annie M. Hannay, under the 
direction of Mary G. Lacy and in cooperation with 
the Land Utilization Divisionof RA. United States 
Department of Agriculture, Washington, D. C. Mis=— 
cellaneous Publication No. 284. Superintendent of 
Documents, Washington, D.C. 1938. 1508pp. $1.50. 


ZONING AND ZONING ADMINISTRATION IN CHICAGO. Met- 
ropolitan Housing Councils; D. E. Mackelmann, exec= 
utive director. 228 North LaSalle Street,Chicago, 
Illinois. July 1, 1958. Mimeo.tables. 


REPORT ON LAND USE ZONING SURVEY CITY OF SEATTLE; 
E. French Chase, sanitary engineer, City of Seattle 
and Joshua H. Vogel, planning engineer, King County 


Planning Corcmission, Seattle, Washington. June 
1938. maps and charts. 
AX INVENTORY OF CITY STREETS IN OREGON. Paul Van 


Scoy and James J. Walton, under the supervision of 
John Beakey, traffic engineer. Oregon State High- 


way Commission, Salem, Oregon. May 1938. 174pp. 
plano.charts,tables,appendices,illus. 
CAMERON COUNTY, AN ANALYSIS OF PROBLEMS. Pennsyl= 


vania State Planning Board, F. A. Pitkin,executive 
director. 928 North Third Street, Harrisburg, Pa. 
1937. 87pp.mimeo.maps,tables,charts. 
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AN INVENTORY FOR PLANNING FOR THE TOWN OF PERINTON, 
MONROE COUNTY, NEW YORK. Monroe County Division 
of Regional Planning; J. Franklin Bonner,director, 
1460 South Avenue, Rochester, New York. 1938. 4 
pp-mimeo.maps,tables,charts. 


DIRECTORY OF REGIONAL, COUNTY, AND MUNICIPAL PLaN- 
NING ORGANIZATIONS WITH ZONING SUPPLEMENT 1936 
(New York). Division of State Planning; Wayne D, 
Heydecker, director. 353 Broadway, Albany, New 
York. 1938. 112pp.mimeo.maps. 


DIRECTORY OF STATE, COUNTY, AND CITY PLANNING AGEN 
CIES AND DIGESTOF PLANNING AND HOUSING LAWS. Tex 
as Planning Board; E. A. Wood, director. Austin, 
Texas. April 19, 1938. 67pp. 


UNIT GUIDES FOR THE STUDY OF HOUSING AND CIVIC 
BEAUTIFICATION 1938. Board of Education, Cleveland, 
Ohio; Allen Y. King, Chairman, Social Studies De 
partment. 1938. lLOS5pp.mimeo. tables,illus. question 
naires. 


ZONING SHOULD BE CONSIDERED AS PART OF COMPREHEN- 
SIVE CITY PLAN. In Monthly Bulletin issued by 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Inter 
nal Affairs, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. June 1938, 
ppe15>-19. 


FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION. P. Hetherton, consultant, 
National Resources Committee. Washington State 
Planning Council ,4000ld Capitol Building, Olympia, 
Washington, May 1938. S8pp.mimeo.map. 


THE NEED FOR ADMINISTRATIVE CONTROLOF GROUND WATER 
IN TEXAS. Texas Planning Board, E. A. Wood, Direc 
tor. Austin, Texas. June 1938. 14pp.mimeo. 


MAN-LAND ADJUSTMENT. A Study of Family and Inter 
Family Aspects of Land Retirement in the Central 
Wisconsin Land Purchase Area. George W. Hill, Wal- 
ter Slocum, Ruth 0. Hill. Department of Rural 
Sociology, Agricultural Experiment Station,Univer 


sity of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisconsin. Research 
Bulletin 134. February 1938. 80pp.plano.maps, 
charts,graphs. 


REPORT ON EUROPEAN HOUSING; New Homes in Old Coun 
tries. Herbert Undeen Nelson and Marion Lawrence 
Nelson. Land Developers and Home Builders Division, 
National Associationof Real Estate Boards,Chicago, 
Illinois. 193% 7lpp.mimeo. (Continuous narrative, 
writtenin informal style, which makes pleasant and 
interesting reading. ) 


HOUSING STANDARDS: Preliminary Report of the Com 
mittee on Physical Standards and Construction of 
the National Associationof Housing Officials. The 
Architectural Forum, 160Maple Street, Jersey City, 
New Jersey. May 1938. pp.22-26,98,102. $1.00. 


TRANSPORTATION BY AIR. Paul Oppermann. In The 
Planners' Journal. Hunt Hall, Cambridge, Masse 
chusetts. July-August 1938. pp-81-87 , tables, 
illus. 50¢ per copy. 
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